Fiery landscapes? The layered coastal
heathland and the resurgence of heath
burning in Norway

In recent decades, there has been a resurgence
in the agricultural practice of heath burning
along the coast of Norway for the purpose of
mitigating risks of wildfire and conserving the
coastal heathland -~ treeless landscape
dominated by common heather (Calluna
vulgaris). This poster examines this revival
through the interlocking of fire, landscape and
heritage

Figure 1: heath burning.
Photographer: Oyvind Vatshelle

Figure 2: sprouting heather in
a post-fire area. Photo: Author

Thus, the resurgence of heath burning might be regarded, not as an ancient practice
brought back to life to counter the devastating eXfects of its death during the twentieth
century, but a modern memory of both fire and landscape formed by a relatively recent
dialouge between humans and a certain layer in the landscape, that subsquently also
has been given status as heritage. The burning of coastal heathlands, as such, only
conserves a particular memory, rather than the fire regime.
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